
Observation: what does it say? 
1. Read Genesis 16. Mark God, Sarai, Abram, Hagar, Ishmael.
2. Sarai is childless and she decide to obtain children in her own way. What does she do? 

3. After Hagar is pregnant, Sarai treats her harshly and she runs away. Who speaks to her? What 
instructions are given? What promises are made?

4. Read Genesis 21:1-21 and 22:1-24. Mark: God, Sarah, Abraham, Isaac, Hagar, Hagar’s son/lad, 
promise, love, obey, worship, bless. 

5. Remember the promise that God gave Abraham and Sarah in chapter 18? How is that promise 
fulfilled in chapter 21? 

6. Hagar’s son mocks when Isaac is weaned. What does Sarah ask Abraham to do? 

7. Where do Hagar and her son go? What happens to them in the wilderness? 

8. In chapter 22, God tests Abraham. What does He instruct Abraham to do? 

9. According to the angel, what does Abraham prove when he takes the knife to slay his son? 

10. What promises does God make to Abraham in chapter 22? 
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The stories of two sons and God’s promise to a family. Whose 
family do you belong to? How do you demonstrate your love 
for your Father in heaven? ▴



Interpretation: what does the author mean? 
11. Read a cross reference about Ishmael and Isaac in Galatians 4:22-31. How is Isaac “the son by the 

free woman through the promise”?  How are we “children of the promise”? (verse 28) 

12. In chapter 22, the words “love,” “obey” and “worship” are used for the first time in the Bible. How are 
these ideas connected in this chapter? 

13. Where do you see Jesus in Genesis 22? 

Application: therefore, what shall I do? 
14. In chapter 16, Sarai attempts to solve her problem of childlessness in her own way. What was the 

result? Have you ever tried to solve a problem without waiting on the Lord? What was the result? 

15. Abraham is willing to give up his son, his only son as a sacrifice. What sacrifices have you made to 
demonstrate your fear of God? What sacrifices are you willing to make to be obedient? 
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